FAMILY TENDENCIES - LOVE ASPECTS
Apart from the actual observation of incestuous practices        The
at the present day, the previous occurrence of incest on a wide occurrence of
scale may   (as we have already to some extent indicated  in "^Inferred0
earlier chapters) frequently be inferred with  some degree of from.  certain
.  •   .    /	,.1	.	*	.	,	practices   and
certainty irom the nature of practices,   customs,  observances    institutions
and institutions which seem to be remnants or vestiges of a
one-time general prevalence of incest. We have already referred
to the practice of brother-sister marriage among certain lines
of monarchs (p. 91), to the customs of the levirate and sororate
(p. 93) and of group marriage (p. 90), the droit de seigneur
(p. 143) and the licence frequently permitted at certain festivals
such as initiation (p. 89).
Evidence for the previous existence of incest is also forth-
coming from the measures and prohibitions erected to prevent
it. The "avoidances" practised by a large number of savage
peoples are very numerous and have reference to all the
principal relationships, both those of blood and those acquired
by marriage. These "avoidances" are unhesitatingly regarded by
most authorities as customs adopted as a precaution against Especially
incest.	from Exogamy
The most striking institution of this kind is however un-
doubtedly that of Exogamy. There is as yet no complete con-
sensus of opinion as to the causes that have led to the origin
and development of exogamy, but the majority of the eminent
investigators who have devoted themselves to the subject agree
that the avoidance of incest is the principal factor that has led
to the creation of the system. The various stages of exogamic
development, as seen in Australia, appear to constitute so many
however, incest undoubtedly occurs most frequently among the poorer
classes, where want of adequate housing accommodation renders the
temptation greater. It is startling to note in this connection that, according
to the Chicago Vice Commission, out of a group of 103 girls examined, no
less than 51 reported that they had received their first sexual experience
at the hands of their father ("The Social Evil in Chicago," 1911, quoted by
W. A. White, "Mechanisms of Character Formation," 1916, 163). Even if we
allow a liberal margin for incorrect or exaggerated statements (in this case
of course, instances of wish-fulfilment), these figures would seem to afford
astonishing evidence as to the prevalence of incest of the father-daughter
type in the towns of America. In this country there is reason to believe
that similar occurrences are far from being uncommon (cp. " Downward
Paths". 20).
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